NADIR  SHAH

At the outset of the campaign, fortune seemed to favour Tahmasp's
arms. The Turks evacuated Nakhichevan and fell back on Erivan.
Leaving Erivan unattacked, the Shah marched on north-eastwards to
Echmiadzin, where he encountered and defeated a Turkish force.1 He
then faced round and attempted to take Erivan by assault. The garrison
repulsed Tahmasp's troops who thereupon invested the town. After
the siege had been in progress for eighteen days, news was received
that another Turkish force had cut-off the Persians' supplies. The Shah
was, therefore, obliged to raise the siege and retire to Tabriz : he was
unable to halt long there, however, because he learnt that 'AH Pasha, the
commander of the Turkish forces at Erivan, was advancing from that
town, and that Afrmad Pasha was marching on Persian 'Iraq. He accord-
ingly left Tabriz for Abhar.

Meanwhile, Ahmad Pasha, having met with no resistance, speedily
captured Kirmanshah, overran the whole of Ardalan, and then advanced
towards Hamadan. Tahmasp hastened south to avert the danger to
Hamadan, and halted near the village of Kurijan, 20 miles N.E. of that
town. Ahmad Pasha had by this time approached to within two stages
of the Persian army, and sent an envoy with proposals of peace to Tahmasp;
the latter dispatched an envoy in return. While a further Turkish envoy
was on his way to Tahmasp, Ahmad Pasha's army advanced in battle
order, but apparently without intending to fight. Thinking that he was
about to be attacked, Tahmasp, in alarm, gave the order for his men to
open fire on the Turks. They obeyed, and the battle began before the
second Turkish envoy could deliver his message to the Shah. The
Persian cavalry charged through the Turkish horse three times, and it
seemed as if Tahmasp would win an easy victory. The Janissaries,
however, overwhelmed the Persian infantry, who were mostly raw militia-
men, and then defeated the Persian cavalry. Tahmasp, with 3,000 men,
was almost surrounded, and only escaped with difficulty. Several thou-
sands of his men lost their lives, and most of those who survived were so
discouraged that they dispersed to their homes. The Turks captured
all Tahmasp's baggage and artillery.2 John Home, the Agent at Gom-
broon, was of opinion that if AJimad Pasha had marched on Isfahan
directly after gaining this victory, he would easily have taken it. However,
he contented himself with taking Hamadan.3

The  Shah  returned  to  Isfahan  after  this  disaster;  according  to

T Dwra~yi-Naclira, p. no ; Z.T., fol. 215 (a).

* This account of the battle of Kurijan is based mainly on a letter from John Home, the Gombroon

Agent to London, dated the ijth/atth March, 1732 (Vol. XV of the Persia and the Persian
Gulf Records). It agrees fairly closely with Mirza Mahdi's version of what occurred
(T.N., p. 106), but is somewhat fuller. See also von Hammer, Vol. XIV, p. 254.

* John Home's letter of the I5th/z6th March.